VAWA Institute 2025 - Summary

[bookmark: _Hlk208232451]Casey Ballinger from the Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault presented on HB 1108 Task Force recommendation 5. myths and misconceptions surrounding sexual violence how these myths and misconceptions and unscientific information are used in the courtroom in her session titled Sexual Violence & the Legal System: How Myths, Misconceptions and Unscientific Information can Impact the Courtroom. David Karnes from Violence Free Colorado presented on the same recommendation (with a focus on interpersonal violence instead of sexual violence) and included recommendation 7. domestic violence lethality factors and risks, and role of the court in protecting victims in his session Dispelling Myths and Recognizing Risk in Domestic Violence Cases. Both presentations were approved for EDI CLE credits due to their explanation of how violence disproportionately impacts marginalized populations. 

Amy Pohl, Legal Director from Project Safe, presented on HB 1108 Task Force recommendation 9. the impact of judicial orders on lived experience of victims and survivors in her session DV: Incident v. Pattern and How to Address it in the Courtroom. Hon. Janice Rosa presented on recommendations 2. the behavior of victims and how to be trauma centered when engaging with victims and 3. power and control tactics of abusers post-separation abuse in her session Comings and Goings: An Exercise in Choices, which was an interactive session where participants made choices about where to go and how to live when leaving a DV relationship.


