Demeanor Discussion/Admonishment
Before we started the hearing today, I want to talk to you about demeanor or behavior in the courtroom. This is nothing personal to you. I have no expectations of what is going to happen during the hearing today. However, during the last six months or so we have had some bad/inappropriate behavior in the courtroom, so I now tell everyone ahead of time what I expect of you and what you can expect from me during the hearing. This applies to everyone watching, as well.

I know that this is a contested hearing and that you probably disagree with each other on something that will be said during the hearing.  That is why you are here- you are asking me to make the decision.  However, I do not allow physical reactions to testimony, such as rolling eyes, throwing your hands up, shaking your head. Even though it is human nature when you disagree with someone to signal that, it is distracting, not helpful to me in making my decisions, and inappropriate for the courtroom. Please no chewing gum and no hats. 

If the parties are pro se: If you disagree with something that the other party or a witness says, please do not object because “that is a lie” or “untrue.”  Instead, make a note and when it is your turn to testify, you can tell me why you disagree. 

If the parties are represented: If you have a question during the hearing, please do not interrupt the proceedings or call out to me or a witness. Instead, ask your attorney and they will address it in the appropriate way at the appropriate time. 

I try not to interrupt you but there are times when I may have to. I mean no disrespect if I interrupt. It is my job to make sure that I control the proceedings and that we are addressing the issues that need to be addressed. Sometimes I interrupt to ask a question that I need the answer to before you move on to a different subject. Sometimes I will interrupt to keep the proceeds on track.  

If one of the parties or counsel violates the courtroom rules, I will give you one warning.  After that, we will take a five-minute break, and your timer will run while you compose yourself.  For anyone watching, if you violate the courtroom rules, I will ask you to leave without a warning so that we can proceed with the hearing. 
