
THT' SIXTEENTH JTJDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF COLORADO
BENT, CROWLEY, AND OTERO COUNTTES

N)MINISTRATTVE ORDER
CONCERNING DECORTIM FOR
VIRTUAL COURT PROCEEDINGS

2021-01

In response to the Novel Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic, trial courts in the 16ft Judicial
District inuoduced virual court proc€edings to decrease the spread ofthe virus and in the interest of
public health and safety. Virtud court is conducted through the Cisco Webex application and allows

:lccess to the courts for all parties and observers through audio and visual means. Virtual court
proceedings are Courts of Law. Despite the factthe hearing is being conducted via a live WebEx
platform, the expectation of the 166 Judicial District Trial Courts is that courtesy will be oxf€nded to all
par-ties and respect will be given to the deconrm of the Courts.

This Administrative Order is to provide directive regarding decorum to all participants and

attendees of virtual courftoom proceedings held in the 16ft Judicial Drstrict.

THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority granted in Chief Justice Directive 95{1, it is hereby

ORDERED as follows:

l. Judicial officers and court staff shall dress in accordance wittr district dress code policies for
appearing in Court. When appearing from the courtroom, judicial officers shall wear robes.

When appearing from a remote location, judicial officers may wear business altire when a robe is
not appropriate or accessible.

2. Participants, including attomeys, litigants, witnesses, caseworkers, law enforcement, and service

providers, shall appear via live video and audio connection from a location that does not provide

background noise or images that are disruptive to the proceedings.

a. Participants unable to appear by video may request in advance or at the beginning of their
hearing to appear by audio only. Judicial officsrs will have discretion overthese
requests.

b. Examples of disruptions are:

i. Appearing while carrying out other responsibilities, either in an office setting or
in the community, i.e., while waiting in a line, waiting room, or driving.

ii. Background noise or images from a home or job setting, i.e., pets barking or
appearing in the background, coworker conversations, or appearing while
outdoors where uncontrollable wind and traffic sormds can disnrpt the record.

iii. Chewing of gum or eating.

iv. Failure to silence a device while waiting for a case to be called.
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3.

4.

5.

Attomeys shall dress in accordance with standards for in-person appearances before the Court.

Non-attomey participants in virtual court proceedings shall dress appropriately and in accorrdance

with their agency's policies for appearing in Court.

Participants shall make every effort to acquire the necessary applications on their devices to
appear via live video and audio connection. The Court will provide a link to the no-cost
application on the l6n Judicial District website.

Participants will mute their devices upon entering the virtual courtroom and remain muted until
addressed by the Court.

Failure to comply with this Order will result initially in a verbal waming. Continued violations
may result in the rescheduling of the appearance and verbal admonishment from the Court a the

discretion of the judicial officer.

SO ORDERED this 26th day of March 2021.

6.

Mark A. MacDonnell, Chief Judge



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/DELIVERY

I hereby certify that on March 26th,2021, a copy of Administrative Order 202I-01
was delivered:

By email to: Curtis Montoya, Court Executive
Clerks of Court
Trial Court
Tobin Wright, Chief Probation Officer
Shawn Mobley, Otero County Sheriff
Jake Six, Bent County Sheriff
John Kurtz, Crowley County Sheriff
Capt. Time Knabenshue, Colorado State Patrol
James Bullock, District Attomey
Ray Torrez, Head Public Defender
Cobea Becker
Joey Cantu
Alex Steiner
Steven Talbot
Casey Irwin
Joseph Koncilja
Daniel Kent
Adam Schultz
Seth Johnson
Matthew Ragland
Becky Briggs
Maralina Schoenfelder
Phil Palmer
Dean Malouff
Lance Clark
Ed Garlington
Rhanda Davis-Tice
Kim Verheoff
Debra Gunkel
Nathan Shultz
Selvoy Fillerup
Michael Garcia
Brock Miller



Judge Mark MacDonnell
Judge Michael Schiferl
Judge Richard Medina
Judge Samuel Vigil
Magistrate Sarah Zane

By:
Lduren Proctor, Court Judic


