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I am pleased to present the Judicial Department’s annual statistical report, providing
data on probation programs and the numbers and types of cases filed and resolved in
Colorado’s courts during the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2022.

I’'m honored and humbled to continue to lead the Department through difficult times.
When I was selected to be the next Chief Justice, I hoped that my background as a
trial court judge would assist our courts and probation departments confront and
emerge from COVID impacts and backlog. At the time, I (and probably most
everyone) believed that by mid-2022 COVID would be behind us and our focus would
be on resuming operations and reducing backlogs. Unfortunately, it is not. Through
collaboration, creativity, and good old hard work, our courts and probation
departments have continued to provide a safe forum to resolve disputes, conduct jury
trials, and supervise offenders. We have made progress in reducing our jury trial
backlog, and we will continue to prioritize criminal jury trials as long as we can do so
safely. I am proud of the work we have done and the work we will do to recover from
the pandemic.

A number of major legislative changes became effective during the pandemic or
during this fiscal year. Those changes are expected to impact our filings and
workload, although the concurrent COVID impacts have hindered our ability to
determine the actual impacts of legislative changes. The data in this report may be
useful in beginning to analyze legislative impacts. We will continue to pay attention
to the data in the coming years, as we expect it will be important in informing criminal
justice policy. The data in this report also shows an increase in eviction filings. This
was expected with the expiration of state and federal eviction moratoria, and the
legislature will no doubt be interested in the trends we are seeing in these cases.

As with last year, the data on court filings in this year’s report is not reflective of the
workload for our judges, staff, and probation departments. Although the raw number
of filings has not recovered from what they were pre-pandemic, the workload
associated with each filing is higher. Remote proceedings are more convenient for
many litigants and attorneys, but they take more time for judicial officers and court
staff. Filings are still down, but our judges and staff are busier than ever.

The data in the annual report is valuable and interesting. However, they measure
filing data in an environment subject to external factors we have never experienced
before. The coming years will provide more reliable data on filings and the impact of
policy decisions of the legislature.

I am very proud of our judges and staff and the manner in which they continue to rise
to the challenges of the past few years and the challenges we face today.



Foreword

The Colorado Judicial Branch joins the Legislative and Executive branches to
form the government of the State of Colorado. The Judicial Branch is charged
with two responsibilities: resolving disputes and supervising offenders on
probation.

The Colorado Judicial Department Annual Statistical Report for Fiscal Year 2022
provides information about the Colorado state courts. Profiled in this report are
caseload statistics for the Colorado Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, District
Courts, County Courts, Water Courts, as well as summarized financial
information for the Judicial Department.

All references in this report reflect data gathered for Fiscal Year 2022 (July 1,
2021 through June 30, 2022), unless otherwise specified. This report is also
available electronically by accessing the Colorado Judicial Department’s Web
site by clicking the following link Annual Statistical Report or entering the
following address in your web browser.
(https://www.courts.state.co.us/Administration/Unit.cfm?Unit=annrep).

If you need additional information regarding this document, please contact
the Office of the State Court Administrator, Court Services Division or Division
of Probation Services at (720) 625-5000.
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Organization Chart of the Judicial Branch

The Colorado court system consists of the Supreme Court, an intermediate Court of Appeals, district courts and county courts. Each county has
both a district court and a county court. Special probate and juvenile courts created by the Colorado Constitution exist in the City and County
of Denver. Colorado statutes also authorize locally funded municipal courts with jurisdiction limited to municipal ordinance violations.

¢ Commission on Judicial Discipline 4 Board of Continuing Legal Education

¢4 Judicial Nominating Commission supreme + Office of Attorney Regulation Counsel

¢ State Board of Law Examiners ¢ Appellate Discipline Commission

¢ State Judicial Performance Commission Court ¢ Presiding Attorney Disciplinary Judge

¢ Alternate Defense Counsel Commission ¢ Public Defender Commission State Public Defender
¢ Independent Ethics Commission + Office of Child’s Representative

4 Office of Respondent Parents’ Counsel + Office of the Colorado Child Protection Ombudsman
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Denver Probate Court?! District
Courts

County Court of Denver?
Municipal Courts?

Denver Juvenile Court!

1. Exclusive to the City and County of Denver. In the rest of the state, the district court is responsible for juvenile and probate matters.
2. The Denver County Court functions as a municipal as well as a county court and is separate from the state court system.
3. Created and maintained by local government but subject to Supreme Court rules and procedures.
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