
Supreme Court  

Justices and Sworn into Office Dates 

*This list consists of Justices that served during Fiscal Year 2018. 

 

 

Chief Justice Nathan B. Coats 

Sworn into office May 25, 2010 

Appointed Chief Justice July 1, 2018 
 

Chief Justice Nancy E. Rice 

Sworn into Office August 31, 1998 

Appointed Chief Justice January 8, 2014 

Retired June 30, 2018 

 

Alison H. Eid 

Sworn into office March 13, 2006 

Resigned November 2, 2017 

 

Monica M. Márquez 

Sworn into Office December 10, 2010 

 

Brian D. Boatright 

Sworn into office November 21, 2011 

 

William W. Hood, III 

Sworn into office January 13, 2014 

Richard L. Gabriel 
Sworn into office September 1, 2015 

 

Melissa Hart 
Sworn into office December 20, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 



Colorado Supreme Court 

The Colorado Supreme Court is the state's court of last resort. Its decisions are 

binding on all other Colorado state courts. 

The Supreme Court is composed of seven justices who serve ten-year terms. The 

Chief Justice is selected from the membership of the body and serves at the pleasure 

of a majority of the justices. The Chief Justice also serves as the executive head of the 

Colorado Judicial System and is the ex-officio chair of the Supreme Court 

Nominating Commission. The Chief Justice appoints the Chief Judge of the Court of 

Appeals and the Chief Judge of each of the state's 22 judicial districts and is vested 

with the authority to assign judges (active or retired) to perform judicial duties. 

Requests to review decisions of the Colorado Court of Appeals constitute a majority 

of the Supreme Court's filings. The Supreme Court also has direct appellate 

jurisdiction over cases in which a statute has been held to be unconstitutional, cases 

involving decisions of the Public Utilities Commission, writs of habeas corpus, cases 

involving adjudication of water rights, summary proceedings initiated under the 

Election Code, and prosecutorial appeals concerning search and seizure questions 

in pending criminal proceedings. All of these appeals are filed directly with the 

Supreme Court, and, in these cases bypass the Court of Appeals. The Supreme Court 

also has exclusive jurisdiction to promulgate rules governing practice and 

procedure in civil and criminal actions. 

Colorado's attorneys are licensed and disciplined by the Supreme Court. The court's 

attorney regulation system, funded by attorney registration fees, polices the 

profession. In addition, the court oversees the State Court Administrator, Board of 

Continuing Legal Education, Board of Law Examiners, Commission on Judicial 

Discipline, and Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee. 

Oral arguments are open to the public and you are welcome to visit the court.  The 

clerk’s office can assist you in planning a court visit.  For more information, please 

contact Clerk of the Colorado Supreme Court, at 2 East 14th Avenue, Denver, 

Colorado 80203; or call (720) 625-5150 or (800) 888-0001. 

Case announcements, oral argument schedules, rules, Chief Justice Directives, 

protocols, links to committees and commissions, and general information about the 

court is available on the Judicial Branch’s website at: 

http://www.courts.state.co.us/Index.cfm. 

 

http://www.courts.state.co.us/Index.cfm


Table 1:

Supreme Court Caseload

Fiscal Years 1978 through 2018

Cases Cases

Fiscal Pending Cases Total Cases Pending

Year July 1 Filed Caseload Terminated(a) June 30

1978-79 350 941 1,291 877 414

1979-80 414 950 1,364 893 471

1980-81 471 966 1,437 979 458

1981-82 458 1,052 1,510 1,006 504

1982-83 504 971 1,475 1,038 437

1983-84 437 1,069 1,506 950 556

1984-85 556 967 1,523 1,011 512

1985-86 512 988 1,500 973 527

1986-87 527 970 1,497 1,036 461

1987-88 461 1,022 1,483 1,001 482

1988-89 482 1,198 1,680 1,215 465

1989-90 465 1,300 1,765 1,261 504

1990-91 504 1,265 1,769 1,326 443

1991-92 443 1,313 1,756 1,286 470

1992-93 470 1,251 1,721 1,261 460

1993-94 460 1,277 1,737 1,290 447

1994-95 447 1,358 1,805 1,316 489

1995-96 489 1,401 1,890 1,368 522

1996-97 522 1,511 2,033 1,432 601

1997-98 601 1,520 2,121 1,561 560

1998-99 560 1,525 2,085 1,609 476

1999-00 476 1,617 2,093 1,563 530

2000-01 530 1,367 1,897 1,425 472

2001-02 472 1,368 1,840 1,415 425

2002-03 425 1,401 1,826 1,441 385

2003-04 385 1,317 1,702 1,319 383

2004-05 383 1,466 1,849 1,451 398

2005-06 398 1,393 1,791 1,400 391

2006-07 391 1,534 1,925 1,450 475

2007-08 475 1,657 2,132 1,760 372

2008-09 372 1,643 2,015 1,554 461

2009-10 461 1,518 1,979 1,554 425

2010-11 425 1,387 1,812 1,440 372

2011-12 372 1,494 1,866 1,612 254

2012-13 254 1,457 1,711 1,508 203

2013-14 203 1,465 1,668 1,401 267

2014-15 267 1,549 1,816 1,624 192

2015-16 192 1,494 1,686 1,522 164

2016-17 164 1,285 1,449 1,012 437

2017-18 437 1,231 1,668 1,216 452

              (a) Terminations include cases transferred to the Court of Appeals.



Table 2:

Distribution of Case Filings in the Supreme Court

Fiscal Years 1992 through Fiscal Year 2017

1,292 21 0 1,313

1,235 16 0 1,251

1,270 7 0 1,277

1,356 2 0 1,358

1,389 11 1 1,401

1,507 4 0 1,511

1,517 3 0 1,520

1,521 4 0 1,525

1,613 4 0 1,617

1,363 4 0 1,367

1,361 7 0 1,368

1,393 8 0 1,401

1,310 7 0 1,317

1,463 3 0 1,466

1,387 6 0 1,393

1,530 4 0 1,534

1,653 4 0 1,657

1,638 5 0 1,643

1,504 14 0 1,518

1,379 8 0 1,387

1,485 9 0 1,494

1,455 2 0 1,457

1,458 7 0 1,465

1,534 15 0 1,549

1,479 15 0 1,494

1,281 4 0 1,285
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Table 3:

Distribution by Type of Case Filed in the Supreme Court

Fiscal Years 2009 through 2018

Criminal Appeals 1 1 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1

Original Proceedings 269 318 270 240 259 250 242 227 176 198

Petitions in Certiorari 1112 967 909 1005 1039 1026 1089 1075 948 919

Civil Appeals (a) 13 19 14 31 5 17 15 5 34 10

Interlocutories 17 19 18 16 9 12 9 14 13 10

Statutory Reviews (b) 4 16 15 14 4 0 0 35 8 25

Habeas Corpus 16 21 25 38 13 28 56 41 26 44

Bail Reductions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Non-Adversary Sentence Reviews 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Interrogatories 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Reapportionment 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Reopened Cases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Rule 21.1 0 3 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 2

Judicial Discipline or Disability 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2

Request for Stay Pending Appeal 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unauthorized Practice 21 12 18 17 10 11 13 16 6 15

Original Proceedings

  In Discipline 16 26 12 16 4 4 4 3 6 4

  Disability 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Continuing Legal Education 155 92 89 92 101 87 91 49 46 0

Multi-District Litigation 18 22 17 23 12 29 26 27 18 27

(a) Includes P.U.C. decisions, water cases, and constitutional questions

(b) Includes Ballot Title Reviews
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Table 4:

Distribution of Case Terminations

Fiscal Years 1993 through 2018

1991-92 216 1,058 1,274 12 1,286

1992-93 181 1059 1240 21 1261

1993-94 192 1093 1285 5 1290

1994-95 233 1077 1310 6 1316

1995-96 193 1176 1369 1 1370

1996-97 214 1212 1426 6 1432

1997-98 187 1372 1559 2 1561

1998-99 196 1413 1609 6 1615

1999-00 111 1452 1563 0 1563

2000-01 128 1291 1419 6 1425

2001-02 121 1287 1408 7 1415

2002-03 85 1354 1439 2 1441

2003-04 89 1228 1317 2 1319

2004-05 93 1357 1450 1 1451

2005-06 78 1321 1399 1 1400

2006-07 86 1361 1447 3 1450

2007-08 99 1658 1757 3 1760

2008-09 67 1484 1551 3 1554

2009-10 75 1478 1553 1 1554

2010-11 98 1339 1437 3 1440

2011-12 76 1533 1609 3 1612

2012-13 77 1429 1506 2 1508

2013-14 88 1313 1401 0 1401

2014-15 67 1557 1624 1 1625

2015-16 73 1449 1522 0 1522

2016-17 109 903 1012 0 1012

2017-18 103 1113 1216 0 1216

Total 
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Table 5:

Supreme Court Written Opinions

Fiscal Years 2006 through 2018

2005-06 78 7 18 8 111

2006-07 83 2 19 12 116

2007-08 95 6 32 14 147

2008-09 66 3 33 8 110

2009-10 68 9 22 4 103

2010-11 98 9 29 4 140

2011-12 76 7 33 8 124

2012-13 77 6 27 11 121

2013-14 88 11 27 11 137

2014-15 67 10 16 4 97

2015-16 73 2 27 8 110

2016-17 103 5 30 18 156

2017-18 92 6 18 1 117

*Since FY2001, attorney discipline opinions are issued by the presiding disciplinary judge.
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Tables 6 and 7:

Distribution of Supreme Court Cases at Issue and Not at Issue

End of Fiscal Year 2018

Table 6

Original

Proceedings Certiorari Appeals Grievances Total

Cases at issue awaiting oral argument 0 20 2 0 22

Cases at issue awaiting submission of briefs 0 0 1 0 1

Cases orally argued awaiting opinion 1 13 2 0 16

Cases submitted without argument 0 0 1 0 1

Opinions announced awaiting action on rehearing 0 7 2 0 9

Total 1 40 8 0 49

Table 7

Pending Cases Total

Certiorari granted, awaiting briefs on merits 53

Certiorari pending 338

Appeals pending 10

Original proceedings pending 30

Interlocutory appeals pending 2

Grievance matters pending 6

Unauthorized practice pending 12

Judicial discipline pending 1

Total 452

Distribution of Supreme Court Cases at Issue

End of FY 2018

Distribution of Supreme Court Cases Not at Issue

End of FY 2018



Court of Appeals 

Judges and Appointment Dates 

*This list consists of Judges that served during Fiscal Year 2018. 

 

Chief Judge Alan M. Loeb 

Appointed: July 2, 2003 

Became Chief Judge: October 1, 2013 

 

Nancy J. Lichtenstein 
Appointed: April 30, 2008 

Daniel M. Taubman 

Appointed: November 11, 1992 

 

David J. Richman 
Appointed: June 30, 2008 

John D. Dailey 
Appointed: January 7, 2000 

 

Laurie A. Booras 
Appointed: January 13, 2009 

John R. Webb 
Appointed: February 1, 2002 

Maria Teresa “Terry” Fox 
Appointed: January 7, 2011  

 

 Dennis Graham 

Appointed: July 1, 2002 

Retired: February 12, 2018 

 

Stephanie Dunn 
Appointed: November 23, 2012 

Robert D. Hawthorne 
Appointed: August 12, 2004 

 

Anthony J. Navarro 
Appointed: January 18, 2013 

Gilbert M. Roman 
Appointed: August 1, 2005 

 

Karen M Ashby 
Appointed: October 1, 2013 

David Furman 
Appointed: December 16, 2005 

 

Michael H. Berger 
Appointed: December 17, 2013 

Steve Bernard 
Appointed: July 5, 2006 

Elizabeth L. Harris 
Appointment: July 23, 2015  

 

Diana Terry 
Appointed: July 5, 2006 

Rebecca Rankin Freyre 
Appointment: November 16, 2015 

Jerry N. Jones 
Appointed: July 5, 2006 

  

 

Craig R. Welling 
Appointment: January 16, 2017 

 

Ted C. Tow III 
Appointment: February 13, 2018 



Colorado Court of Appeals 

The Colorado Court of Appeals is the state's intermediate appellate court. As of July 

1, 2008, the Court consists of 22 judges who are retained by the public to serve 

eight-year terms. The Court sits in three-member divisions to decide cases. The 

Chief Judge, appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, assigns judges to 

the divisions and rotates their assignments.  

 

The mission of the Court of Appeals is to provide the citizens of Colorado with clear, 

impartial, and timely resolutions of appealed orders and judgments as provided by 

law. The Court of Appeals was created by statute; accordingly, jurisdiction is limited 

to the areas specified by state statute, together with the inherent powers granted to 

all courts. 

 

Established under Section 1 of Article VI of the Colorado Constitution and Section 

13-4-101, et seq., C.R.S. (Colorado Revised Statutes), the Court of Appeals has initial 

jurisdiction, with exceptions, over appeals from the Colorado District Courts, 

Denver Probate Court, and Denver Juvenile Court. In addition, the Court of Appeals 

has specific appellate jurisdiction over decisions originating from a number of state 

administrative boards and agencies, including the Industrial Claim Appeals Office. 

Reviews of the Court of Appeals’ decisions are directed to the Colorado Supreme 

Court. 

 

Court of Appeals Webpage: 

(http://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Court_Of_Appeals/Index.cfm). 

 

 

 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Court_Of_Appeals/Index.cfm






Chart C and D: COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS YEAR-TO-DATE FISCAL YEAR 2018
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District Court Judges 
This list contains the names of Judges that served during FY2018. 

 

 

 

First Judicial District 
Philip J. McNulty, Chief Judge  

Randall C. Arp  

Christie Bachmeyer  

Margie Enquist  

Dennis Hall  

Diego Hunt 

Ann Gail Meinster 

Lily W. Oeffler  

 Jeffrey R. Pilkington 

Tamara Russell  

Laura A. Tighe 

Todd L. Vriesman 

Christopher Zenisek 
 

Second Judicial District 
Michael A. Martinez, Chief Judge 

Christopher Baumann 

Karen L. Brody 

Edward D. Bronfin 

Ross Buchanan 

Martin F. Egelhoff 

J. Eric Elliff 

Kandace Gerdes  

Shelley I. Gilman 

David Goldberg 

Jay S. Grant 

Morris B. Hoffman 

A. Bruce Jones 

Kenneth M. Laff 

Catherine A. Lemon 

John W. Madden, IV  

Andrea P. McCallin 

Robert L. McGahey, Jr. 

Sheila A. Rappaport 

William D. Robbins 

Elizabeth A. Starrs 

Jennifer B. Torrington 

Michael J. Vallejos 

Brian Whitney  
 

Denver Juvenile Court 
David Brett Woods, Presiding Judge 

Laurie A. Clark 

Donna J. Schmalberger  
 

Denver Probate Court 

Elizabeth D. Leith, Presiding Judge 
 

Third Judicial District 
Claude W. Appel, Chief Judge  

Leslie J. Gerbracht 
 

Fourth Judicial District 

William B. Bain Chief Judge 

Gilbert Martinez, (Chief Judge) 

Eric Bentley 

Linda Billings Vela 

Jill Brady 

Robin Chittum 

Theresa M. Cisneros 

Jann DuBois 

David A. Gilbert 

Deborah J. Grohs 

Barbara L. Hughes  

Thomas K. Kane 

Robert L. Lowrey  

Michael P. McHenry 

G. David Miller  

David Prince  

Marla Prudek 

Timothy Schutz 

Larry E. Schwartz 

Scott A. Sells  

David L. Shakes  

Erin Lynn Sokol 

Gregory R. Werner 

 

 

Fifth Judicial District 
Mark D. Thompson, Chief Judge 

Paul R. Dunkelman  

Frederick W. Gannett  

Russell H. Granger 

D. Wayne Patton  

Karen A. Romeo   
 

Sixth Judicial District 

Jeffrey R. Wilson, Chief Judge 

Suzanne F. Carlson 

William L. Herringer 

Todd P. Norvell 
 

Seventh Judicial District 

J. Steven Patrick, Chief Judge 

  Mary E. Deganhart 

Cory Jackson 

Steven L. Schultz 

David S. Westfall 

Keri Yoder 
 

Eighth Judicial District 

Stephen E. Howard, Chief Judge 

Susan Blanco 

Carroll Michelle Brinegar 

Julie K. Field 

Thomas R. French 

Stephen Jouard 

Gregory M. Lammons  

Deven R. Odell  
 

Ninth Judicial District 

James B. Boyd, Chief Judge 

Denise K. Lynch 

John F Neiley 

Anne Norrdin  

Christopher Seldin 
 

Tenth Judicial District 

Deborah R. Eyler, Chief Judge 

William Alexander 

Allison Ernst  

Thomas B. Flesher 

Kim Karn  

Jill S. Mattoon  

Larry C. Schwartz  
 

Eleventh Judicial District 

Patrick W. Murphy, Chief Judge 

Stephen A. Groome 

Ramsey L. Lama 

Lynette M. Wenner  
 

Twelfth Judicial District 

Pattie P. Swift, Chief Judge 

Martin A. Gonzales 

Michael A. Gonzales 

Patrick Hayes  
 

Thirteenth Judicial District 
Michael K. Singer, Chief Judge  

Charles M. Hobbs  

Kevin Hoyer  

Carl S. McGuire, III 
 

Fourteenth Judicial District 
Michael A. O’Hara III, Chief Judge  

Shelley A. Hill  

Mary C. Hoak 
 

Fifteenth Judicial District 

Stanley A. Brinkley, Chief Judge 

Michael Davidson 
 

Sixteenth Judicial District 

Mark A. MacDonnell, Chief Judge 

Michael A. Schiferl 

 

 

 

Seventeenth Judicial District 
Patrick T. Murphy, Chief Judge  

Emily Anderson 

Jaclyn Brown 

Tomee Crespin 

Katherine R. Delgado 

Thomas R. Ensor 

Sean Finn 

F. Michael Goodbee  

Sharon Holbrook 

Robert W. Kiesnowski, Jr. 

Priscilla Jeffrey Loew 

Edward C. Moss 

Donald S. Quick 

Roberto Ramirez 

Ted C. Tow 

Mark D. Warner 
 

Eighteenth Judicial District 
Carlos Armando Samour, Jr., Chief Judge 

Michelle Amico 

Andrea C. Baum 

Natalie Chase 

F. Stephen Collins 

Phillip Douglass  

Patricia Herron 

Jeffrey K. Holmes 

Kurt A. Horton 

Gary M. Kramer  

Paul A. King  

Ben Leutwyler 

Robert Lung 

Cynthia Mares 

Fredrick Martinez 

Bonnie H.McLean 

Peter Michaelson 

Charles M. Pratt  

Teresa Slade 

Michael Spear 

David Stevens  

Elizabeth B. Volz 

Elizabeth A. Weishaupl  

John Wheeler 

Shay Whitaker  
 

Nineteenth Judicial District 
James F. Hartmann, Chief Judge 

W. Troy Hause 

Julie Hoskins 

Timothy Kerns 

Marcelo A. Kopcow 

Shannon Lyons 

Thomas J. Quammen  

Elizabeth B. Strobel  

Todd Taylor 
 

Twentieth Judicial District 
Ingrid S. Bakke, Chief Judge  

Maria Berkenkotter, Chief Judge 

Patrick Butler 

Andrew Hartman 

Judith LaBuda 

Bruce Langer 

Andrew MacDonald 

Thomas F. Mulvahill 

Nancy Salomone   

Norma A. Sierra 
 

Twenty-First Judicial District 
Brian J. Flynn, Chief Judge 

Dick Gurley  

Gretchen Larson 

Valerie J. Robinson 

Lance Timbreza 
 

Twenty-Second Judicial District 
Douglas S. Walker, Chief Judge 

Todd J. Plewe 
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