Minutes from Meeting of Water Court Committee

July 21, 2008 

The Water Court Committee at its July 21, 2008, meeting adopted the following:

1.     Recommend the Chief Justice establish a standing Water Court Committee of the Colorado Supreme Court.

2.     Recommend Rule 11 revisions as submitted by the Role of Experts Subcommittee draft June 25, 2008 with minor changes.

3.     Recommend Form 2, Declaration of Expert, as submitted by the Role of Experts Subcommittee draft June 25, 2008, with minor changes.

4.     Recommend educational program in accordance with Education Subcommittee’s report.  Recommend that participation in the educational program will be voluntary.

5.     Recommend statutory change to move White River portion of Water Division 5 to Water Division 6.

6.     Recommend Chair’s discussion draft revisions of Rule 90 of the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure and Rules 2, 3, and 6 of the Uniform Local Rules For All Water Court Divisions, as further revised by discussion at the July 21, 2008 Water Court Committee meeting.

7.     Recommend that the Colorado Judicial Branch, the State Engineer, and the Colorado Water Conservation Board work together to obtain the necessary appropriations by the Colorado General Assembly to implement the water court system in light of the statutes and rules applicable to water court matters.

8.     Recommend that standing Water Court Committee establish a subcommittee to expeditiously establish a user friendly pro se set of instructions and standard water judges forms for all applications, making any appropriate revisions to the existing instructions and forms.

9.     Authorize the Chair to draft the report to the Chief Justice and circulate to the Water Court Committee for comment and return of comment prior to August 1.

